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CENTRAL  CIRCULATION  BOOKSTACKS 

The  person  charging  this  material  is  re- 
sponsible for  its  renewal  or  its  return  to 
the  library  from  which  it  was  borrowed 
on  or  before  the  Latest  Date  stamped 
below.  The  Minimum  Fee  for  each  Lost 
Book  is  $50.00. 


Theft,  mutilation,  and  underlining  of  books  are  reasons 
for  disciplinary  action  and  may  result  in  dismissal  from 
the  University. 

TO  RENEW  CALL  TELEPHONE  CENTER,  333-8400 
UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS  LIBRARY  AT  URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


MAY  i 1 1995 
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WITH  AN  APPENDIX. 
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Read  at  a meeting  of  the  Company,  held  at  their  Rooms,  on  the  9th  of  March, 
1835,  and  published  by  their  order. 


PHILADELPHIA: 


1835. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016 


Joseph  & William  Kite,  Printers. 


https://archive.org/details/annualreportofbo1834appr 


&P  \ ce  TVt  | 


TO  THE 


APPRENTICES’  LIBRARY  COMPANY. 


That  the  Institution  has  continued  during  the 
past  year  to  realise  the  expectations,  and  promote 
the  important  objects  of  its  founders,  six  hundred 
and  thirty-five  new  applicants  having  been  admit- 
ted to  participate  in  its  benefits,  and  the  general 
good  deportment  of  the  boys,  confirming  the  be- 
lief, that  the  use  of  the  Library  has  a salutary  in- 
fluence in  forming  orderly  and  industrious  habits. 
The  number  of  boys  now  receiving  books  is  904, 
and  an  average  of  844  have  resorted  hither  for  in- 
struction throughout  the  year.  One  hundred  and 
sixty-six  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  Library 
since  last  report ; of  these  30  were  selected  from 
donations,  and  136  purchased ; and  290  volumes 
have  been  re-bound.  Our  collection  now  consists 
of  about  9000  volumes,  and  presents  all  the  facili- 
ties for  the  acquisition  of  useful  and  ornamental 
knowledge,  which  are  usually  afforded  in  well  reg- 
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The  Board  of  Managers  respectfully  report : 
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ulated  libraries.  The  additions  to  our  list  of  mem- 
bers have  not  been  so  numerous,  as  in  many  pre- 
vious years,  only  32  persons  having  been  elected 
since  the  last  annual  meeting-  The  Treasurer’s 
account,  herewith  presented,  exhibits  the  financial 
transactions  of  the  year,  and  the  present  fiscal 
condition  of  the  Company.  To  this  department  of 
the  Institution  we  earnestly  invite  the  attention  of 
the  Contributors,  assuring  them  that  a strong  per- 
sonal co-operation,  on  their  part  is  necessary,  to 
preserve  the  Library  in  the  high  rank  which  it  has 
acquired  by  years  of  ardent  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  education.  The  embarrassing  difficulties  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Com- 
pany have  deprived  us  of  a large  portion  of  our 
regular  income,  and  although  the  investment  in 
their  loans  is  considered  safe,  the  deficiency  which 
has  thus  been  made  in  our  resources,  must  be  met 
either  by  sacrificing  a portion  of  the  permanent 
fund  of  the  Institution,  or  by  reviving  a wholesome 
interest  in  its  affairs  in  the  hearts  of  our  citizens. 
Fifteen  years  of  active  usefulness,  and  ten  thousand 
individuals  who  have  here  had  the  great  book  of 
knowledge  thrown  open  for  their  perusal,  assert 
its  claims  for  a healthy,  vigorous  and  enduring  life  ; 
and  the  Board  of  Managers  have  the  fullest  con- 
fidence, that  those  claims,  properly  enforced  by  the 
Contributors,  will  be  met  by  our  community  with 
liberality  and  promptitude.  It  is  due  to  that  im- 
portant class  of  the  community,  for  whose  especial 
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benefit  the  Apprentices’  Library  was  founded,  that 
the  means  for  giving  instruction,  commensurate 
with  the  claims  of  society,  and  of  our  free  and 
equal  institutions,  should  be  not  only  sufficient  but 
ample , presenting  to  its  pupils  the  literary  treasures 
of  the  present  as  well  as  the  past  age.  In  its 
volumes  may  be  found  the  corrective  teachings  of 
parental  love  for  those  who  are  comparatively 
friendless,  and  a salutary  antidote  for  the  seductive 
and  dangerous  approaches  of  sensual  pleasure. 
Here  the  faculties  of  the  mind  may  be  extensively 
cultivated  ; the  examples  of  History  be  made  avail- 
able, for  the  active  performance  of  all  the  duties  of 
private  and  public  life ; the  vast  discoveries  in 
science,  and  the  arts  seized  upon  for  new  triumphs 
in  the  physical  world,  and  Man  be  fitted  for  the  im- 
portant ends  of  his  creation.  Charged  by  you  with 
the  prosecution  of  the  designs  of  such  an  institu- 
tion, and  about  to  surrender  our  delegated  trust, 
we  have  felt  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  endeavour  to 
awaken  the  public  mind  from  the  lethargy  into 
wffiich  it  has  fallen  in  regard  to  our  Association. 
To  a vast  proportion  of  the  pupils  of  our  public 
schools,  the  benefits  of  elementary  education  would 
be  lost,  without  the  sustaining  agency  of  well-con- 
ducted libraries  and  reading  rooms,  easily  accessible 
to  apprentices  and  other  young  persons.  Since  the 
foundation  of  the  Apprentices’  Library,  several 
other  valuable  institutions,  labouring  with  us  in  the 
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good  cause,  have  been  established  and  are  now  well 
conducted  and  prosperous.  Giving  them  the  full 
meed  of  praise,  for  their  honourable  efforts,  and 
cheering  them  onward,  we  invite  a share  of  the 
public  favour  to  their  pioneer  and  most  valuable 
auxiliary,  assured  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  direct 
that  munificent  liberality  for  which  this  city  is 
proverbial,  towards  our  Institution,  to  secure  its 
continuance  on  an  enlarged  and  enduring  capacity 
for  usefulness. 

By  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Henry  Troth,  Chairman . 

Frederick  Fraley,  Sec'ry. 

Philadelphia , March  9,  1835. 


correct.  Balance  due  the  Company  as  above,  seventy -three  dollars  four  cents. 
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The  Apprentices'  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia i?t  account  with  Samuel  Sellers, 
Treasurer . From  March  10th,  1834,  £o  March  9th,  1835. 


OFFICERS  AND  MANAGERS 


OF  THE 


APPRENTICES’  LIBRARY  COMPANY. 


President , John  Sergeant. 
Vice-President , Philip  Garrett, 
Secretary , Anthony  Finley. 
Treasurer , Samuel  Sellers, 

BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 


Thomas  M‘Collin,  Librarian. 
Henry  Conrad,  Assistant  Librarian. 


The  Library  is  open  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and 
Fridays,  from  the  1st  of  March  to  1st  September,  from 
half  past  six,  to  half  past  nine,  P.  M.,  and  from  1st  of  Sep- 
tember to  1st  March,  from  six  to  nine,  P.  M.,  and  on  every 
Saturday  from  four  to  half  past  nine,  P.  M. 


Henry  Troth, 

Joseph  H.  Smith, 
Isaac  Barton, 

Samuel  Mason,  Jun. 
Joseph  M.  Truman, 
Isaac  Lloyd,  Jun. 
Joseph  Cresson, 
Marmaduke  C.  Cope, 
Thomas  Ridgway, 
Frederick  Fraley, 
John  Bouvier, 
Townsend  Sharpless, 


James  J.  Barclay, 
Thomas  Savery, 
John  Cooper, 
Henry  Farnum, 
Richard  M.  Reeve, 
John  G.  Folwell, 
Rufus  Tyler, 

Jos.  T.  Baldwin, 
John  C.  Cresson, 
Benj.  E.  Valentine, 
Adam  Waldie, 


W.  R.  Maxfield. 


Form  of  a Devise  or  Bequest. 


I give,  devise,  and  bequeath,  to  the  Apprentices’  Library 
Company  of  Philadelphia, 


OF 


' OF  THE 

UNIVERSITY  of  IUIN0IS, 


THE  MANAGERS 


OF  THE 


atturavfi  comjjaitg 

OF 

PHILADELPHIA. 

WITH  AN  APPENDIX. 


Read  at  a meeting  of  the  Company,  held  at  their  Rooms,  on  ihe  l2thof 
March,  1838,  and  published  by  their  order. 


PHILADELPHIA  : 


Joseph  & William  Kite,  Printers. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


APPRENTICES7  LIBRARY  COMPANY. 


To  “The  Apprentices’  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia.” 

The  Board  of  Managers,  upon  retiring  from 
their  official  station,  in  accordance  with  established 
usage,  submit  the  following  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings : 

Soon  after  their  election  the  Managers  met,  and 
organised  themselves  by  the  choice  of  officers,  and 
° adopted  rules  for  their  own  government,  and  for 
3 the  government  of  the  library.  The  usual  stand- 
's ing  committees  were  appointed ; and  the  members 

A divided  themselves  into  44  committees  of  attend- 
ed 

;j  ance”  for  each  month  of  the  year. 

By  the  minutes  of  the  committees  of  attendance, 

£ which  have  been  produced  at  the  meetings  of  the 

tv 

dt;  board,  it  appears,  that  the  deportment  of  the  boys 
generally,  has  been  orderly. 

The  Library  now  consists  of  upwards  of  Ten 
Thousand  volumes , comprising  a large  number  of 


^ v\ 
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standard  and  useful  works  on  the  Sciences,  Me- 
chanic Arts,  Agriculture,  and  general  literature  ; 
and  great  care  has  been  taken  to  select  those 
which  would  afford  valuable  information,  and  to 
exclude  such  as  were  likely  to  be  either  injurious 
or  useless. 

The  Library  is  kept  open  four  evenings  of  each 
week,  and  has  been  used  during  the  past  year  by 
an  average  number  of  about  760  boys.  From  the 
last  report  it  appears  that  985  books  were  loaned 
out.  Within  the  year,  350  volumes  have  been 
purchased  and  placed  upon  the  shelves ; and  22 
new  members  of  the  company  have  been  elected. 

The  legacy  of  One  Thousand  Dollars,  bequeath- 
ed by  our  late  fellow-citizen,  Dr.  Jonas  Preston, 
has  been  received,  and  the  greater  part  thereof 
invested  in  the  stock  of  the  Schuylkill  Navigation 
Company. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  executors  of 
the  late  Dr.  Blenen,  for  a part  of  the  legacy,  be- 
queathed to  them  for  distribution  amongst  the 
charitable  and  beneficial  societies  of  Philadelphia ; 
and  we  entertain  a hope  that  some  addition  to  our 
limited  income  will  be  derived  from  this  source. 

The  Treasurer’s  report,  herewith  presented,  will 
show  the  state  of  the  funds ; and  it  will  thence  be 


perceived,  that  the  company  has  not  yet  the  means 
to  procure  a desirable  and  permanent  location  for 
the  Library,  which  has  long  been  a favorite  object 
with  the  Managers. 

The  last  edition  of  the  catalogue  being  nearly 
exhausted,  a committee  of  the  board  have  been  in- 
dustriously occupied  in  arranging  one  upon  an 
improved  plan,  three  thousand  copies  of  which 
have  been  ordered  to  be  printed.  These  will  be 
furnished  to  applicants  for  books  at  a price  suffici- 
ent to  defray  the  expenses  of  publication. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting,  our  esteemed  fellow- 
member,  Frederick  W.  Mayer  was  elected  secre- 
tary to  the  company,  and,  ex-officio,  a member  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  : it  has  now  become  our 
mournful  duty  to  announce  that  in  the  inscrutable 
wisdom  of  Providence,  he  has  been  removed  by 
death  frgm  amongst  us.  We  murmur  not  at  this 
dispensation,  but,  in  the  remembrance  of  his  urban- 
ity and  gentlemanly  deportment,  of  his  superior 
mental  endowments,  and  of  his  zealous  desire  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  Institution,  we  feel 
sensibly  that  we  have  thus  been  deprived  of  the 
important  aid  of  an  estimable  associate. 

Eighteen  years  have  now  transpired  since  the 
organization  of  the  company — its  benefits  have 
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been  conferred  upon  thousands,  silently  and  unos- 
tentatiously. Many  of  these  are  indebted  mainly 
to  your  Library  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge 
which  will  be  valuable  through  life ; and,  although 
we  believe,  that  with  adequate  means  at  its  dispo- 
sal, the  company  might  have  been  more  extensive- 
ly useful,  and  hope  those  means  wdll  not  in  future 
be  withheld  by  a liberal  and  enlightened  public, 
yet  we  think  the  present  condition  of  the  company 
will  justify  a mutual  congratulation  of  its  members, 
and  that  a retrospect  of  the  past  affords  encour- 
agement for  the  future. 

Signed  by  direction  of  the  Board, 

John  Bouvier,  Chairman. 
Benj’n  E.  Valentine,  Secretary . 

Philadelphia , 3 d Month , (March,)  1st,  1838. 


» 
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Loan.  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  $2124  00  Philada.  3 mo.  12th,  1838. 

1 share  Bank  North  America,  par  value,  400  00 

Ground  rent,  1250  00 

5 shares  Schuylkill  Navigation,  present  value,  825  00 

$4599  00 
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The  Apprentices ’ Library  Company  of  Philadelphia , in  account  with  Samuel  Sellers , Treasurer.  From  March  13  1837  to 

nr,.„„L  io  i ooo  ’ ’ 


OFF  ICERS 


OF 

APPRENTICES’  LIBRARY  COMPANY, 

ELECTED  12TH  MARCH,  1838. 


President , Henry  Troth. 
Vice-President , Philip  Garrett. 
Secretary,  James  J.  Barclay. 
Treasurer , Samuel  Sellers. 
BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 


Townsend  Sharpless, 
Isaac  Barton, 

Joseph  M.  Truman, 
Samuel  Mason,  Jr. 
Joseph  H.  Smith, 
Frederick  Fraley, 
Joseph  Cresson, 
Thomas  Ridgway, 

John  Bouvier, 

Isaac  Lloyd,  Jr. 

John  Cooper, 

Benjamin  E.  Valentine, 


William  R Maxfield 
John  C.  Cresson, 
William  Kite, 
George  W.  Gill, 
Samuel  D.  Breed, 
Robert  Pearsall, 
Peter  Wright, 
David  H.  White, 
Thomas  M‘Collin, 
George  A.  Graham, 
Joseph  Hutchinson, 
Enoch  P.  Walker. 


John  Lynas  Smith,  Librarian. 


Jacob  L.  Smith, 
James  Barry, 


Assistant  Librarians. 


The  Library  is  open  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  Fridays 
and  Saturdays,  from  the  1st  of  March  to  1st  September 
from  half  past  six  to  half  past  nine,  p.  m.  ; and  from  1st  of 
September  to  1st  March,  from  six  to  nine,  p,  m. 


awwwa'a  UNIVERSITY  of  ILLINOIS. 


OF 

THE  MANAGERS 


OF  THE 

2LiUvnt&  eamp.-nn> 


PHILADELPHIA. 

WITH  AN  APPENDIX. 


Read  at  a Meeting  of  the  Company,  held  at  their  rooms,  on  the  1 1th  of 
March,  1839,  and  published  by  their  order. 


JOSEPH  AND  WILLIAM  KITE,  PRINTERS. 


TO  THE 

APPRENTICES9  LIBRARY  COMPANY. 

The  Board  of  Managers,  in  conformity  to  the 
requisitions  of  the  charter,  terminate  their  services 
by  respectfully  presenting  to  the  Company  their 
Annual  Report. 

During  the  term  of  their  official  duties,  all  the 
useful  rules  and  regulations  heretofore  applied  to 
the  management  of  the  Library  have  been  conti- 
nued ; and  great  care  has  been  exercised  to  obtain 
: for  the  institution,  the  active  personal  supervision 
and  aid  of  the  Board,  by  attending  in  committees 
during  the  four  evenings  of  the  week  on  which  the 
t Library  is  open : thus  encouraging  by  their  presence, 
t habits  of  order  and  decorum  among  the  crowds  of 
boys  who  eagerly  press  for  books, — extending  to 
them  the  benefits  of  more  mature  judgments  in 
advising  in  the  choice  of  the  best  and  most  useful 
works,  and  those  best  adapted  to  the  particular 
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circumstances  of  the  age  and  capacity  of  the 
various  applicants.  These  duties,  though  arduous, 
have  been  cheerfully  performed ; and  the  Board 
have  great  pleasure  in  saying,  that  they  have  been 
rewarded  by  the  increased  interest  shown  by  the 
boys  in  the  Library,  their  order  and  decorum  in 
attending  on  it,  the  care  taken  of  the  books  while 
in  use,  and  the  conviction  which  has  resulted  to  the 
Managers,  of  the  many  advantages  and  great 
usefulness  of  the  institution,  in  extending  to  thou- 
sands good  and  select  literature,  useful  knowledge, 
instructive  morals,  and  profitable  employment  of 
hours,  which  otherwise  might  be  devoted  to  vice, 
idleness,  or  depraved  companions. 

The  Library  now  consists  of  between  ten  and 
eleven  thousand  volumes,  embracing  generally  the 
most  approved  and  standard  works  in  the  arts, 
sciences,  and  general  literature,  selected  with  great 
care,  as  best  adapted  to  instruct  and  improve  the 
reader,  and  avoiding  such  as  were  likely  to  be 
either  injurious  or  useless.  Since  its  origin  in  1820, 
more  than  ten  thousand  young  persons,  principally 
apprentices,  have  partaken  of  its  benefits,  and  in 
many  instances  known  to  the  managers,  with  great 
and  important  influence  in  originating  and  develop- 
ing talents,  and  good  character  in  after  life. 

The  Board  have  earnestly  desired  that  the 
Library  should  be  placed  in  a building  erected  for 
its  accommodation,  and  adapted  to  its  uses ; and 
though  the  funds  of  the  institution  are  not 
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adequate  to  such  an  undertaking,  yet  the  zeal  of 
the  Managers  has  prompted  them  to  exertion. 
For  this  purpose,  an  address  to  the  citizens,  setting 
forth  the  great  usefulness  of  the  Library,  has  been 
drawn  up  and  circulated,  and  a committee  appointed 
to  make  inquiries  for  a suitable  lot ; and  though  a 
good  site  for  such  a building,  at  a fair  price,  has 
been  found,  yet  the  affair  is  so  recent,  that  nothing 
more  definite  can  at  present  be  reported. 

The  Library  has  been  used  during  the  past 
year  by  an  average  number  of  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  boys  ; at  the  last  monthly  report,  the 
number  was  nine  hundred  and  forty-three.  Within 
the  year,  two  hundred  and  fifty  volumes  have  been 
purchased  and  placed  on  the  shelves ; one  hundred 
volumes  bound  ; and  seventy-four  new  members  of 
the  company  elected. 

The  Treasurer’s  account  for  the  past  year, 
accompanies  this  Report.  The  income  of  the 
company  from  life  members  and  annual  payments, 
was  five  hundred  and  nine  dollars.  Interest,  ground- 
rent  and  dividends,  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
dollars.  Fines  and  catalogues,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  dollars.  The  expenditures  were : for 
rent,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Salaries  of 
Librarian  and  two  assistants,  two  hundred  and 
ninety-one  dollars.  Gas,  forty-seven  dollars. 
Printing  cards  for  boys,  &c.,  and  stationery, 
forty-three  dollars.  Fuel  and  expenses  of  room, 
&c.  forty-five  dollars.  Rooks  and  binding,  one 
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hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars.  Balance  for 
publishing  new  catalogue,  seventy-three  dollars. 
Insurance,  eleven  dollars. 

Having  closed  the  duties  allotted  to  them,  the 
Managers  commend  the  institution  to  the  fostering 
care  of  the  company.  We  all  owe  it  to  ourselves, 
and  to  posterity,  and  to  the  enlightened  age  in 
which  we  live,  to  provide  for  the  rising  generation 
the  greatest  facilities  for  acquiring  the  arts  and 
sciences,  the  knowledge  and  wisdom  of  their  pre- 
decessors. Let  us,  as  far  as  practicable,  set  the 
best  lights  before  them,  that  they  may  see  to  guide 
their  steps,  and  become  more  useful,  more  wise, 
and  more  virtuous,  than  we  who  go  before  them. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

J.  Bouvier,  Chairman . 

Wm.  R.  Maxfield,  Sec’y. 


Philadelphia,  March  7th,  183§. 
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OFFICERS 


OF 

THE  APPRENTICES’  LIBRARY  COMPANY, 

ELECTED  MARCH  11,  1839. 


President,  Henry  Troth. 
Vice-President,  Philip  Garrett, 
Secretary,  James  J.  Barclay. 
Treasurer,  Samuel  Sellers. 


boabd  of 


Townsend  Sharpless, 
Isaac  Barton, 

Joseph  M.  Truman, 
Samuel  Mason,  Jr. 
Frederick  Fraley, 
Joseph  Cresson, 

John  Bouvier, 

Isaac  Lloyd,  Jr. 


John  Cooper, 

William  R.  Maxneld, 


John  C.  Cresson, 
William  Kite, 


George  W.  GilL 
Samuel  D.  Breed, 
Robert  Pearsall, 
Peter  Wright, 

David  H.  M hite, 
Thomas  M‘Collin, 
George  A.  Graham, 
Joseph  Hutchinson, 
Allen  R.  Reeves, 
Benjamin  Smith, 
Joseph  H.  Seal, 
Paul  W.  Newhall. 


John  Lynas  Smith,  Librarian. 

Jacob  L.  Smith,  1 jissistant  Librarians. 
James  L.  Barry,  $ ' 


The  Library  is  open  on 

temberto  1st  of  March,  from  nx  to  nine  r.  m. 
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UIRARY 

OF  THE 

UNIVERSITY  of  ILLINOIS, 

Awsrmm  mwiMftv 


OF 

THE  MANAGERS 


OF  THE 

&D2tretttice/j’  SUfttavg  ©owuawfi 

OF 

PHILADELPHIA. 

WITH  AN  APPENDIX. 


Read  at  a Meeting  of  the  Company,  held  at  their  rooms,  on  the  8th  of 
March,  1841,  and  published  by  their  order. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


1841 


JOSEPH  AND  WILLIAM  KITE,  FRINTERS. 


<\f\  ^ p Ve.T\\%c.c.S*  h h,  C.o  cr^  FVo  \ , 


l-^  ^'0|n\ 
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TO  THE 


MEMBERS  OF  THE 


APPRENTICES7  LOEAEI  COMPANY. 


The  Managers  present  their  twenty-first  Annual 
Report.  The  affairs  of  the  institution  have  been 
conducted  during  the  year  under  the  same  regula- 
tions as  were  in  force  at  the  last  annual  meeting  ; 
and  the  like  beneficial  results  are  believed  to  have 
been  obtained  through  their  agency. 

A steady  demand  for  the  books  in  the  Library 
has  been  shown  by  the  reports  of  the  Committees 
of  Attendance ; the  number  of  applicants  has 
averaged  nine  hundred  and  seventeen  in  each 
month  for  the  year ; and  the  number  now  re- 
ceiving books  is  1069.  1 166  young  men  have  been 

admitted  to  the  use  of  the  institution  this  year  on 
new  guaranties  from  their  employers  and  friends ; 
and  a remarkable  degree  of  attention,  regularity 
and  decorum  has  characterised  the  young  men  and 
boys  who  enjoy  the  advantages  of  our  collection 
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of  books.  The  committee  entrusted  with  the  pur- 
chase and  selection  of  books,  has  endeavoured  to 
make  the  most  of  the  funds  of  the  institution 
which  could  be  appropriated  to  that  purpose,  after 
meeting  the  current  expenses  of  the  Library.  By 
purchase  and  donation  350  volumes  have  been 
obtained  this  year,  and  427  volumes  have  been 
rebound.  From  the  effective  nature  of  the  rules 
under  which  those  who  procure  books  from  the 
Library  are  bound  to  return  them  in  good  order, 
the  collection  is  not  much  injured  by  use  ; and  the 
annual  additions  fully  compensate  for  the  wear  and 
tear  and  slightly  enlarge  the  Library. 

Our  register  now  exhibits  about  eleven  thousand 
volumes  in  a condition  to  be  used  with  profit ; and 
the  works  composing  our  Library  embrace  the 
most  useful  departments  of  literature,  arts  and 
science,  with  judicious  selections  in  History,  Biog- 
raphy and  Poetry. 

The  Treasurer’s  account  showing  the  whole  of 
the  receipts  and  payments  of  the  institutions  for 
the  year  and  a statement  of  its  property  and  funds, 
is  herewith  submitted. 

The  institution  has  now  been  before  our  fellow- 
citizens  so  long  and  its  usefulness  has  been  so  gene- 
rally acknowledged,  that  it  is  matter  of  regret  as  well 
as  surprise  to  the  Board,  that  the  annual  income  has 
been  so  moderate  and  its  permanent  endowments 
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so  small.  While  every  one  entrusted  with  the  care 
of  youth  is  interested  in  spreading  before  them  the 
means  of  intellectual  culture ; it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  employers,  that  apprentices  should 
spend  a portion  of  the  hours  not  devoted  to  labour 
in  such  pursuits  as  tend  to  elevate  the  sense  of 
their  moral  and  social  duties  ; and  thereby  give 
additional  value  to  their  services  as  a constituent 
part  of  society.  From  the  young  men  of  the 
present  day  the  masters,  legislators  and  magis- 
trates of  our  country  must  soon  be  selected ; and 
the  opportunities  of  choosing  wisely  for  the  in- 
struction of  our  children  in  useful  callings,  or  for 
our  future  happiness  as  part  of  the  governed,  will 
be  enlarged  just  in  proportion  that  we  give  tone  to 
early  habits  in  our  children  and  apprentices.  The 
thousand  attendants  at  our  rooms  ought  to  be 
multiplied  many  fold : the  disheartening  spectacle 
which  the  corners  of  our  public  streets  nightly 
exhibit  show  that  there  are  thousands  of  valuable 
minds  remaining  untouched  by  the  all-conquering 
power  of  knowledge ; and  the  admonition  is  ad- 
dressed to  us  as  the  guardians  of  an  institution 
possessing  the  means  of  rescuing  those  minds  from 
vice  and  crime,  to  allow  no  opportunity  for  appeal- 
ing to  the  public  to  pass  unheeded.  The  few  hun- 
dred members  of  our  association  in  their  daily  in- 
tercourse and  business  with  the  world  may  influ- 
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ence  as  many  thousands ; and  the  imitative  propen- 
sities of  the  young,  when  they  find  that  their 
masters  and  employers  look  upon  such  institutions 
with  respect,  will  come  in  aid  of  our  exertions, 
and  ultimately  realize  the  philanthropic  views  of 
the  founders  of  our  company.  We  once  more 
commend  it  to  the  public  favour  and  support ; 
and  surrender  the  trust  with  which  the  company 
has  charged  us  with  the  satisfactory  conviction, 
that  in  our  hands  it  has  not  suffered  any  diminution 
of  its  w orth  or  usefulness. 


J.  Bouvier,  Chairman « 
W m.  R.  Maxfield,  Secr'y. 


Philadelphia , March  4,  184L 


The  Apprentices  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia in  account  with  Samuel  Mason , Jr.  Treasurer. 
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OFFICERS 


OF 

THE  APPRENTICES’  LIBRARY  COMPANY, 

ELECTED  MARCH  8,1841. 


President , Henry  Troth. 
Vice  President , Philip  Garrett. 
Secretary,  James  J.  Barclay. 
Treasurer , Samuel  Mason,  Jr. 


BOARD  OF  MANAGERS. 


Townsend  Sharpless, 
Isaac  Barton, 

Joseph  M.  Truman, 
Frederick  Fraley, 
Joseph  Cresson, 

John  Bouvier, 

Isaac  Lloyd,  Jr. 

John  Cooper, 

William  R.  Maxfield, 
John  C.  Cresson, 
William  Kite, 

Peter  Wright, 


David  H.  White, 
Thomas  M‘Collin, 
George  A.  Graham, 
Joseph  Hutchinson, 
Allen  R.  Reeves, 
Joseph  H.  Seal, 

Paul  W.  Newhall, 

J.  Warner  Johnson, 
Morton  M'Michael, 
Jesse  Ogden, 

John  Troubat,  Jr. 
Samuel  J.  Sharpless. 


John  Lynas  Smith,  Librarian. 


Jacob  L.  Smith, 
James  L.  Barry, 


Assistant  Librarian. 


The  Library  is  open  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  Fridays, 
and  Saturdays,  from  the  1st  of  March  to  1st  September, 
from  seven  to  half-past  nine,  p.  m.  ; and  from  1st  of  Sep- 
tember to  1st  of  March,  from  six  to  nine  p.  m. 
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OF 


LIBRARY 

OF  THE 

UNIVERSITY ILLINOIS. 


THE  MANAGERS 


OF  THE 

& patent  it  eg’  Hitnato  Compans 


Read  at  a Meeting  of  the  Company,  held  at  their  room,  on  the  14th  of 
March,  1842,  and  published  by  their  order. 


UNIVERSITY'  of  ILLINOIS. 

OF 

V 

THE  MANAGERS 


OF  THE 


Apprentices’  %ii}vuv£  company 


OF 


PHILADELPHIA. 


WITH  AN  APPENDIX. 


Read  at  a Meeting  ofthe  Company,  held  at  their  room,  on  the  14th  of 
March,  1842,  and  published  by  their  order. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


1842, 


TO  THE 


APPRENTICES'  LIBRARY  COMPANY 


OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


The  Board  of  Managers  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  the 
Company  a brief  view  of  their  transactions  during  the  year  which 
now  closes,  and  of  the  present  condition  of  the  Library,  and  other 
interests  of  the  Company,  committed  to  their  care. 

Notwithstanding  the  general  depression  of  nearly  all  branches  of 
business,  the  derangement  in  monetary  affairs,  and  the  consequent 
paralization  of  industry  and  enterprise,  as  well  as  the  gloomy  fore- 
bodings which  have  prevailed  so  extensively  throughout  the  commu- 
nity during  the  past  year,  it  has  still  been  to  the  Company  a period 
of  prosperity  unsurpassed  by  any  which  has  preceded  it.  The 
increase  of  the  Library  has  not  been  exceeded  during  any  one  year 
since  that  of  its  formation ; a commodious  apartment  for  its  deposit 
and  use,  most  eligibly  located,  has  been  secured  for  a series  of  years ; 
a larger  number  of  citizens  have  been  enrolled  as  members  of  the 
; Company ; and  the  number  of  new  applicants  for  books,  has  been 
^much  greater  than  during  any  similar  period;  all  claims  on  the 
dC  treasury  have  been  paid,  and  a greater  balance  than  usual  remains 
" to  meet  the  demands  of  the  ensuing  year. 

To  their  fellow  citizens  who  have  so  liberally  sustained  an  Insti- 
tution, believed  to  be  the  means  of  effecting  much  good,  the  mana- 
gers most  cheerfully  award  their  sincere  thanks;  and  they  feel  bound 
to  acknowledge,  with  profound  gratitude,  the  protecting  care  and 
beneficence  of  that  Being,  in  whose  hands  are  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  from  whom  cometh  every  good  and  perfect  gift. 
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Much  inconvenience  having  long  been  experienced  from  the  want 
of  a room  of  sufficient  capacity  and  proper  location  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Library,  negociations  were  sometime  since  commenced 
by  the  Managers  with  the  trustees  holding  the  building  on  the  south- 
west corner  of  Arch  and  Fifth  streets,  for  the  use  of  its  second  story. 
Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  present  board,  these  efforts  w?ere 
continued,  and  a lease  obtained  on  conditions  so  liberal,  that  the 
Managers  deem  it  an  act  of  justice  due  to  the  grantors,  to  present  a 
copy  thereof  as  part  of  this  report,  viz : 

“ The  Trustees  and  Members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  called 
“ Free  Quakers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  do  hereby  agree  to  lease 
“ to  the  Apprentices’  Library  Company,  the  second  story  of  the 
“ Meeting-house,  corner  of  Fifth  and  Mulberry  streets,  for  the  term 
“ of  six  years  from  the  date  hereof. 

“ The  Apprentices’  Library  Company  to  pay  as  a consideration 
“ for  the  use  of  the  room,  an  annual  rent  of  fifty  dollars,  and  the 
“ treasurer  of  the  Society  of  Free  Quakers  is  hereby  authorised  and 
“ required  to  subscribe  annually  for  the  use  of  the  Apprentices’ 
“ Library  Company,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  ; which  sum  so  subscrib- 
“ ed,  the  Apprentices’  Library  Company  agrees  to  place  in  the  hands 
“ of  the  committee  for  the  purchase  of  books,  to  be  by  them  invested 
“ in  useful  books  for  the  use  of  the  Library ; and  a correct  list  of  said 
“ books  purchased,  and  the  prices  paid  for  them,  to  be  presented 
“ annually  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Society  of  Free  Quakers.  Such 
“ alterations  and  repairs  as  the  Apprentices’  Library  Company, 
“ require,  are  to  be  made  at  their  own  expense,  and  all  permanent 
“ improvements  to  be  left  on  the  premises  free  of  charge  at  theexpi- 
“ ration  of  the  lease. 

“ Signed  at  Philadelphia  this  7th  day  of  May,  a.  d.  1841. 

“ John  Price  Wetherill , Joshua  Lippincott , 

“ William  Wetherill , Joshua  Lippincott,  Jun, 

“ Geo . D.  Wethenll,  Sami.  W.  Lippincott .” 

To  make  the  requisite  alterations  and  repairs  to  fit  the  building 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Library,  next  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
Managers.  The  cost  of  so  doing  was  found  to  be  considerably 
greater  than  could  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  without  endanger- 
ing the  payment  of  the  current  expenses  of  the  Company.  The 
Managers,  therefore,  determined  to  appeal  to  their  fellow  citizens 
for  aid,  and  divided  themselves  into  sub-committees,  for  the  purpose 
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of  calling  upon  them  personally.  This  application  was  responded 
to  with  so  much  cheerfulness  and  liberality,  that  a fund  was  soon 
obtained  sufficient  to  defray  all  the  required  expenditure.  A special 
committee  having  been  appointed,  the  improvements  were  completed 
without  delay;  and  to  their  good  taste  and  persevering  efforts,  we 
are  indebted  for  the  convenient  arrangement  of  the  room  now  occu- 
pied, and  the  present  good  condition  of  the  whole  property.  The 
expenses  incurred  amounted  to  $684  78  in  cash,  besides  valuable 
donations  of  material  and  labour  from  mechanics  and  others. 

All  the  necessary  arrangements  having  been  completed,  the  Library 
was  opened  in  the  new  room,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  July  last ; due 
notice  of  the  intention  to  do  so  having  been  given,  a large  number  of 
boys  were  in  attendance,  and  received  books  on  that  occasion. 

The  Managers  congratulate  the  Company  on  the  possession  of  a 
room  admirably  adapted  to  their  purpose,  in  capacity,  location,  and 
convenience  of  access,  and  subject  to  their  use  for  a period  of  years, 
at  a nominal  rent.  The  liberal  conditions  on  which  the  trustees 
having  charge  of  the  building  consented  to  its  occupation  by  the 
Company,  must  secure  to  them  the  favourable  remembrance  of  the 
friends  of  the  apprentices  of  our  city. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Library  in  July  last,  the  number  of  appli- 
cants for  books  has  continued  to  increase,  until  upwards  of  1600 
lads  are  now  availing  themselves  of  its  advantages.  The  large 
number  visiting  it  at  a time,  has  in  some  cases  resulted  in  noise  and 
disorder.  To  remedy  this,  an  assistant  janitor  was  appointed ; with 
whose  aid  and  that  of  the  visiting  committee,  the  business  of  the 
Library  has  generally  been  conducted  with  good  order.  Many  of 
the  boys  using  the  Library  manifest  much  interest  in  the  books 
obtained,  and  afford  abundant  cause  to  believe  that  they  are  atten- 
tively read,  and  the  privilege  of  obtaining  them  highly  valued. 

The  committees  to  obtain  donations  to  the  Library,  reported,  that 
the  cheerfulness  with  which  their  applications  were  received  was 
highly  gratifying,  showing  as  it  did,  the  favorable  estimation  in 
which  the  Company  and  its  labours  are  held  by  the  community.  In 
several  instances,  citizens  engaged  in  extensive  and  prosperous  busi- 
ness, not  only  gave  their  money  with  readiness  and  liberality,  but  at 
the  same  time  declared,  that  when  apprentices,  their  only  access  to 
books  was  afforded  by  this  Company  ; and  to  the  information  thus 
obtained,  they  attributed  in  no  small  degree  their  preservation  from 
evil  habits,  as  well  as  the  successful  prosecution  of  their  business  since 
their  arrival  at  the  age  of  manhood.  The  Managers  have  much 
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pleasure  in  recording  these  statements,  affording  as  they  do,  abun- 
dant evidence  of  the  happy  influence  of  the  Library  on  the  commu- 
nity, and  of  the  grateful  remembrance  in  which  it  is  held,  by  (at  least 
a portion  of)  those  who  have  been  the  immediate  recipients  of  its 
blessings. 

A circular  was  also  sent  to  the  several  master  mechanic  associa- 
tions, asking  their  aid  in  behalf  of  the  Library  ; from  two  of  whom 
replies  have  been  received,  expressing  sentiments  favourable  to  the 
Library,  and  desires  for  its  prosperity.  One  of  them,  the  Typograph- 
ical Society,  stated  that  they  were  restrained  by  their  laws  from 
granting  the  desired  aid,  and  that  they  have  a library  of  their  own, 
to  the  use  of  which  their  apprentices  are  entitled  ; from  the  other,  the 
Plasterers’  Association,  a draft  for  $25  \tas  received,  with  their  full 
approval  of  the  labours  of  this  Company. 

The  financial  operations  of  the  company  during  the  past  year,  will 
be  shown  in  detail,  in  the  annual  report  of  the  treasurer  submitted 
herewith.  From  this  it  appears  that  the  gross  receipts  have  been 
during  that  period  $3,144  15,  and  the  expenditure  $2,769  07  of 
which  $501  75,  were  for  new  books,  and  $43  17  for  rebinding; 
showing  a balance  now  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  $375  08. 

The  number  of  new  members  during  the  past  year  is  210,  while 
the  average  of  the  21  years  which  have  elapsed  since  the  formation 
of  the  Company,  is  less  than  46,  and  during  no  one  year  of  that 
period  did  the  increase  exceed  102.  The  whole  number  now  belong- 
ing to  the  Company  is  558. 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-nine  volumes  have  been  added  to 
the  Library  by  purchase  and  donation  within  the  year,  making 
the  entire  Library  now  to  consist  of  about  twelve  thousand 
volumes.  The  same  care  which  has  heretofore  governed  the  mana- 
gers in  selecting  books  for  the  Library,  has  not,  it  is  believed,  been 
intermitted.  No  book  has  been  allowed  a place  on  the  shelves,  the 
moral  tendency  of  which  was  known  to  be  questionable.  Works  of 
useful  characters  have  generally  been  chosen,  instead  of  those  of 
mere  amusement.  Happily,  now,  the  truths  of  science  and  the  arts, 
the  laws  which  govern  the  material  and  intellectual  world,  so  far  as 
they  have  become  known  to  man,  are  expressed  in  familiar  lan- 
guage, and  illustrated  in  such  manner  as  to  make  them  compara- 
tively easy  of  comprehension,  even  by  youthful  minds.  When  such 
subjects  are  thus  presented,  surely  there  is  no  necessity,  no  sufficient 
excuse,  for  invoking  the  aid  of  imaginary  persons  and  scenes,  or  the 
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wild  excitement  of  the  passions  and  appetites,  to  call  forth  in  the 
inquiring  minds  of  the  young,  a desire  for  books,  or  to  secure  their 
attention  and  enlist  their  feelings  in  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
knowledge  which  they  impart. 

The  last  edition  of  the  Catalogue  being  nearly  exhausted,  a new 
one  has  been  prepared  with  much  care  and  labour,  embracing  all 
the  books  added  to  the  Library  since  the  publication  of  the  previous 
catalogue,  and  is  now  nearly  ready  for  the  printer. 

The  favourable  influence  of  the  Library  on  apprentice  boys,  and 
the  increased  accommodations  now  enjoyed  by  the  Company,  led  the 
managers  to  direct  their  attention  to  the  inquiry,  whether  advanta- 
ges would  not  result  from  a like  Institution  for  girls ; and  whether 
the  Board  could  with  propriety,  under  proper  regulations,  give  them 
access  to  the  present  Library;  or  whether  they  possessed  the  means 
of  commencing  a separate  one  for  their  use.  These  interesting 
questions  were  referred  to  a special  committee,  who  devoted  much 
attention  to  their  examination.  Although  a difference  of  opinion 
prevailed  for  some  time  in  the  committee  on  some  of  the  points  sub- 
mitted to  them,  yet  they  eventually  agreed  upon  an  elaborate  report, 
presenting  an  extended  view  of  the  several  questions  under  conside- 
ration. This  report  terminated  in  the  following  language. 

“ In  conclusion  we  may  add,  that  our  community  abounds  with 
“ associations  for  mental  improvement,  as  well  as  for  the  relief  of 
“ mental  and  physical  ills,  all  of  which  bear  testimony  to  the  spirit 
“ of  liberality  and  humanity  which  characterizes  our  citizens;  our 
“ various  libraries  and  literary  institutes, — our  asylums  for  the 
“ insane — for  the  deaf  and  the  dumb — for  the  lame  and  for  the  blind — 
“ for  the  widow  and  for  the  orphan — a refuge  for  the  neglected,  and 
“ a magdalen  for  the  penitent — but  among  all  the  noble  charities  of 
“ this  philanthropic  city,  there  are  none  provided  for  this  class  of 
“ persons, — none  to  which  they  can  apply  and  be  relieved  from  the 
“ thraldom  of  ignorance,  from  the  trammels  of  their  early  prejudices, 
“ and  from  which  as  from  a fountain,  they  might  draw  nurture  and 
“ admonition  ; and  by  means  of  which,  their  minds  might  be  enlight- 
“ ened  and  purified,  and  they  fitted  to  become  a blessing  to  their 
“ children,  and  to  their  children’s  children.” 

The  following  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee,  were  adopt- 
ed by  the  Board  of  Managers ; and  they  trust  that  their  successors 
will  carry  them  into  effect  as  speedily  as  the  means  within  their  con- 
trol will  allow. 
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u Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  this  Board,  that  the  girls  of  our  city, 
44  in  common  with  the  boys,  have  strong  claims  upon  the  community 
“ for  the  means  of  literary  instruction  ; and  that  it  is  expedient  that 
44  some  provision  should  be  made  by  this  company  to  supply  them 
44  w’ith  suitable  books. 

44  Resolved,  that  a separate  Library  be  commenced  by  an  appro- 
44  priation  for  purchasing,  and  by  the  selection  of  such  suitable  books 
44  from  our  present  collection  as  can  be  taken  therefrom  without 
44  disadvantage,  and  placed  in  a convenient  part  of  the  room  under 
44  the  care  of  a committee  of  the  Board,  and  superintended  by  a 
44  female  Librarian.” 

One  of  a series  of  tabular  statements  presented  by  the  Committee, 
by  whom  the  foregoing  resolutions  w7ere  reported,  will  be  appended 
hereto,  showing  the  number  of  new  members  yearly ; the  average 
number  of  boys  using  the  Library ; the  number  of  new  applicants 
each  year ; and  the  number  of  books  comprising  the  Library  each 
year. 

The  transactions  of  the  past  year,  it  is  believed,  afford  cause  of 
rejoicing  to  the  friends  of  the  Library.  The  increase  of  the  funds  of 
the  Company,  and  of  its  members,  show  that  much  may  be  done  in 
its  behalf  by  persevering  well  directed  labour.  The  great  and  con- 
tinued increase  in  the  number  of  lads  using  the  Library,  together 
with  the  contemplated  admission  of  girls  at  certain  times  specially 
set  apart  for  their  exclusive  attendance,  abundantly  show  that  the 
increased  claims  upon  the  Company  will  fully  equal  its  present 
means. 

To  their  successors,  the  present  Managers  cheerfully  resign  the 
trusts  held  by  them  during  the  year  which  now  terminates,  confident 
that  in  their  hands,  they  will  receive  that  fostering  care  and  judi- 
cious management,  which  their  great  importance  merit,  and  that 
whenever  the  aid  of  the  community  shall  be  specially  required,  it 
will  be  granted  with  the  same  readiness  and  efficiency  by  which  it 
was  so  recently  characterized. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

James  J.  Barclay, 

Wm.  R.  Maxfield,  Secr'y.  Chairman , P.  T. 


Philadelphia,  March,  1842. 
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TO  THE 

APPRENTICES’  LIBRARY  COMPANY 
OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


Another  current  year  in  the  history  of  the  Company  has 
passed  since  its  last  meeting,  and  the  term  for  which  your  Board 
of  Managers  was  elected,  is  about  to  close. 

In  resigning  the  important  trust  confided  to  them,  the  Man- 
agers also  resign  a responsibility,  whose  magnitude  cannot  be 
determined  by  ordinary  data,  and  whose  limits  are  only  bound- 
ed by  the  utmost  capabilities  of  the  Institution.  The  Board 
cannot  flatter  itself  that  it  has  filled  up  the  measure  of  useful- 
ness of  the  Institution’s  capacities ; though  it  cannot  but  regard 
with  satisfaction  its  operations  through  the  past  year,  as  well  as 
' its  present  condition. 

If  the  fruits  of  its  labours  were  immediate  and  apparent, 
jp  instead  of  prospective,  and  knowledge  and  virtue  were  to  spring 
up  instantly  under  instruction,  your  Board  would  have  no  diffi- 
' culty  in  presenting  a statement  of  the  usefulness  of  the  Library 
. under  the  management  of  the  year ; but  as  the  w’ork  is  one  of 
, faith,  and  not  of  sight — one  in  which  the  seeds  of  knowledge  of 
- the  arts  and  sciences,  and  of  wisdom  and  virtue,  are  but  sown, 
> as  the  bread  that  was  cast  upon  the  waters,  in  confidence  and 
expectation  that  the  fruits  will  be  seen,  though  after  many  days, 
it  can  only  speak  of  its  operations,  and  leave  the  results  to  time 
and  Providence. 

Then  although  we  may  not  point  to  some  of  our  worthiest 
citizens  and  brightest  ornaments  in  the  fields  of  literature,  sci- 
ence, and  the  mechanic  arts,  and  with  admiration  and  delight 
claim  them  as  the  result  of  the  labours  of  this  Board,  yet  we 
may  do  so  for  our  predecessors  and  our  Institution  ; and  in  the 
face  of  a multitude  of  living  witnesses  to  the  zeal  of  the  former, 
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and  the  utility  of  the  latter,  repose  in  the  confidence  of  hope, 
that  our  labours  have  not  been  in  vain. 

There  is  much  to  encourage  the  company,  in  the  grateful 
acknowledgments  of  many  good  and  valuable  members  of  soci- 
ety, who  declare  themselves  to  be  deeply  its  debtors  : — favour- 
able testimonials  in  any  cause  are  encouraging,  but  in  this, 
whose  source  is  benevolence,  and  whose  rewards , the  testimo- 
nies of  the  conscience,  how  exceedingly  delightful ! 

The  cause  of  the  Company  is  one  which  rewards  its  agents 
with  the  highest  enjoyments  of  humanity — the  approbation  of 
the  moral  sentiments.  To  the  good  and  benevolent,  this  is 
all-sufficient.  For  them,  the  contemplation  of  the  good  which 
they  do  is  ample  recompense,  as  the  happiness  of  their  lives 
consists  in  promoting  that  of  others.  But  it  is  not  so  much  in 
view  of  the  mere  delights  of  benevolence , in  the  dissemination  of 
its  benefits,  as  in  the  substantial  and  practical  results  of  its 
actions,  both  upon  individuals  and  society,  that  we  would  pre- 
sent and  urge  th?  claims  of  the  Library  upon  the  attention  of  its 
friends  and  the  public. 

The  cause  in  which  the  company  is  engaged,  is  that  of  the 
apprentice  boy  and  the  apprentice  girl ; whose  education  and 
influence,  for  good  or  for  evil,  upon  the  laws,  morals,  and  man- 
ners of  the  country,  may  not  be  regarded,  by  society  as  unim- 
portant, in  view  of  our  “ peculiar  institutions.” 

Leaving  then,  the  germs  which  have  been  planted  in  the 
youthful  mind  during  the  past  year,  to  the  action  of  time  for 
development,  the  Board  of  Managers  would  respectfully  pre- 
sent a statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Institution,  and  of  the 
means  which  have  been  used  to  carry  out  the  designs  of  the 
Company. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  report  the  Library  in  full  and  success- 
ful operation;  and  we  believe  that  it  has  not,  at  any  period  of 
its  existence,  surpassed,  if  it  has  equalled,  the  present  in  effi- 
ciency. 

As  applicants  for  books  from  both  the  boys  and  girls’  Libra- 
ries continued  to  increase,  it  was  found  that  a large  number 
were  scholars,  and  that  many  of  them  were  of  such  an  age,  that 
they  could  not  properly  be  embraced  in  the  privileges  of  the 
Company.  It  was  also  found,  that  as  the  smaller  school  boys 
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and  girls  increased,  the  larger  apprentices  diminished  in  number. 
This  was  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  books.  To 
remedy  this  evil,  a rule  was  adopted  to  receive  no  new  appli- 
cations from  scholars  under  14  years  of  age.  This  rule  lias 
worked  admirably ; since  its  adoption  the  ratio  of  increase, 
as  the  guarantees  testify,  has  been  decidedly  in  favour  of 
apprentices,  and  at  present  there  is  no  difficulty  in  procuring 
books. 

The  experiment  of  a separate  Library  for  girls  has  been 
fairly  tried,  and  we  think,  after  an  experience  of  eighteen 
months,  that  the  utility  of  the  enterprise  is  amply  proved.  It  is 
to  be  regretted,  however,  that  the  funds  of  the  Company  will 
not  permit  an  increase  of  this  Library,  to  an  extent  commen- 
surate with  the  wants  of  the  class  for  whom  it  was  designed. 
For  the  purpose  of  bringing  into  requisition  and  use  the  more 
solid  and  valuable  books  of  the  Library,  by  creating  a taste 
for  the  higher  branches  of  literature,  science,  and  the  mechanic 
arts,  and  with  the  design  of  employing  the  whole  force  of  our 
Institution,  upon  the  grand  object  of  our  efforts,  in  every  practi- 
cable and  suitable  way,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  institute  a 
winter  series  of  popular,  scientific,  and  useful  lectures,  for  the 
free  and  general  use  and  benefit  of  the  boys  and  girls  using  our 
Libraries.  The  enterprise  has  been  thus  far  successful ; and  the 
system  may  be  regarded  as  a most  pleasant,  as  well  as  forcible 
means  of  instruction. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  entrusted,  had  but 
comparatively  little  trouble  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the 
Board,  as  a sufficient  number  of  our  citizens,  actuated  by  a 
lofty  and  pure  spirit  of  benevolence,  which  comprehended  the 
motives  and  aims  of  the  enterprise,  cordially  consented  to 
deliver  gratuitously  the  requisite  number  of  lectures.  To  those 
gentlemen,  the  Company  is  much  indebted  for  their  aid,  and 
the  Board  of  Managers  hope  that  their  successors  in  office  will 
employ  some  suitable  means  to  testify  to  them  at  the  end  of  the 
series,  their  appreciation  of  their  kindness. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  rule  restricting  the  age  of  applicants 
for  books,  there  has  been  an  evident  improvement  in  the  gene- 
ral deportment  of  the  boys  visiting  the  Library ; and  though 
the  number  is  not  so  large  as  at  the  same  period  last  year,  the 
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benefits  conferred  by  the  institution  are  more  justly  appreciated, 
and  its  usefulness,  though  less  extended,  is  much  increased. 

The  average  number  of  books  loaned  from  the  Boys’  Library, 
has  been  1024;  the  number  at  the  present  time  is  1150;  and 
1045  new  applicants  have  been  admitted  during  the  year.  The 
whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  Boys’  Library  is  about  12,000, 
of  which  70  have  been  added  since  the  last  report : 270  volumes 
which  were  so  much  worn  as  to  be  unfit  for  re-binding,  were 
taken  from  the  shelves  and  presented  to  the  “ Society  for  Alle- 
viating the  Miseries  of  Public  Prisons.” 

The  Girls’  Library  contains  about  2000  volumes;  101  of 
which  have  been  added  during  the  year. 

The  average  number  of  girls  using  the  Library  is  over  300  ; 
and  at  this  time  270  are  availing  themselves  of  its  advan- 
tages.  There  have  been  292  new  applicants  admitted  during 
the  past  year. 

Eighteen  new  members  have  been  added  to  the  Company 
since  its  last  Annual  Meeting. 

The  Treasurer’s  Report  herewith  submitted,  wall  exhibit  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Company. 

JOHN  BOUV1ER,  Chairman. 

Wm.  R.  Maxfield,  Sec’y. 

Third  mo.  7th,  1844. 


Samuel  Mason,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Apprentices'  Library  Company,  from  3rd  Month  1C tli,  1843,  to  3rd  Month  8(4, 1844. 
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OFFICERS 


OF 


THE  APPRENTICES’  LIBRARY  COMPANY, 


ELECTED  MARCH  1 2,  184  4. 


President , Townsend  Sharpless, 
Vice-President , Joseph  D.  Brown, 
Secretary,  James  J.  Barclay, 
Treasurer,  Samuel  Mason. 


BOARD  OP  MANAGERS. 


BOYS’  LIBRARY. 

John  Lynas  Smith,  Librarian . 


GIRLS’  LIBRARY. 

Frances  Lea  Clement,  Librarian. 


Isaac  Barton, 
Frederick  Fraley, 
John  Bouvier, 

Isaac  Lloyd,  Jr. 

John  Cooper, 

William  R.  Maxfield, 
William  Kite, 

Peter  Wright, 
Thomas  M'Collin, 
Joseph  Hutchinson, 
Joseph  H.  Seal, 

Paul  W.  Newhall, 


Jesse  Osrden, 

Samuel  J.  Sharpless, 
Samuel  W.  Lippincott, 
B.  R.  Snider, 

Joshua  Mitchell, 

Joel  Cadbury, 

Charles  H.  Abbott, 
George  R.  Smith, 
George  Dilks, 

Thomas  C.  Garrett, 
Joshua  T.  Jeanes, 
Benj’n  M.  Hollinshead. 


Rich’d  Parker, 
John  Keffer, 


Assistant  Librarians. 


